
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany (1/30/2022) 

 What manner of man is this, for the winds and the sea obey him?  What manner of man 

indeed.  Not any ordinary man for sure.  A man who walks on water, who heals the sick, who 

even raises the dead who are past hope of being raised, who can command the forces of nature 

and they obey.  Clearly we know that He is not a mere man, that He is not just a roving preacher 

- but the eternal Son of the Father, that He possess a power even greater than this which is shown 

when He raises Himself from the dead.  This power includes the ability to restore the relationship 

that we had lost with the Father, an ability to cancel out the debit owned for our sins, the ability 

to join us to His most Holy Body permitting us a means of salvation.  Of all these powerful 

actions and abilities one of the most powerful things about this man is His love. 

 It is love that causes Him to heal, it is love that impels Him to save his comrades on the 

boat, it is love that moves Him to accept the humiliation of the cross for our sake.  This powerful 

love we are called to imitate, for embodying this love permits us to exist within the Body of 

Christ for salvation, and living in this love promotes peace and justice in our world.  St. Paul 

reminds us in the Epistle that the whole of the law is love.  Our Lord Himself summarized the 

law in this way: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, 

and with thy whole mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  And the second is like 

to this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.   St. Paul picks up this theme in the Epistle 

repeating the second of these Great Commandments and concludes that Love therefore is the 

fulfillment of the law.   

 This ideal of love is difficult to uphold.  It is a profound love that God shows to us, it is 

expected of us, and it is explained by St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians.  It may indeed be 

difficult with our “loved ones” to be patient, kind, bearing all things, being even-tempered and 

enduring, while refraining from being pompous or jealous, or rude, or self- seeking, or brooding.  

This is often a struggle within a family - it is often a struggle in the married couple who are 

meant to be bound together in love. But remember, it goes beyond these relationships.  Jesus says 

that this love is not just meant for our “loved ones” - it is also meant for those who treat us badly.  

Jesus says in the Gospel of Luke: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 



who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. It is shocking how many of us Christians believe 

that our duty to love ends with those who treat us with love - not so says Our Lord.  

 The love that God commands, the love that impels Jesus to save His comrades on the 

boat, and care for us, and die for us, to provide His flesh as food for us, is beyond our human 

tendencies and emotions.  What manner of man is this who so lifts Himself above such human 

tendencies.  God’s way of love takes us out of the selfish human tendency to restrict our love so 

that we can get something out of it, or to believe that to show love to an enemy is weakness.   

True love is not given to get an emotion, not something we show for our own benefit. It is really 

best shown as a free act of generosity to someone who - we might say - “doesn’t deserve it.”  

 But, it is a human way of thinking to say that a person must give us love and respect to 

deserve getting it from us.   This way of thinking leads us to inevitably conclude that if a person 

changes how they treat us, if they cease to be respectful and loving, then I am released from my 

duty to love. But this is not what our Lord does as an example to us.   The Apostle John says in 

his first letter: This is love: not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. As Jesus is being sacrificed on the alter of the cross for us - he 

does do for for each of us individually.  He is not concerned with how much we will love Him 

back. He remains loving to those who are killing him and prays for their forgiveness. He does 

not withhold love based upon others behavior or emotions - He just LOVES without condition.  

 The more we can love (especially those who do not love us) the less we are left obsessing 

about the wrongs committed against us. The more that we can let go of the entitlement to 

withhold love to punish someone who is not treating us with love - the more we are at peace.  

Jesus asks the disciples on the boat why they do not have faith - can we have faith that to humble 

ourselves and show love to enemies is not weakness, but will result in the outpouring of the 

power of God.  I have seen that my closeness to God is in proportion to how much I love others. 

We don’t gain any of the eternal things that matter most without love. In fact St. Paul will say 

that no matter what good we do if we do not have love, [we] gain nothing. This is the key of 

what Jesus came to share with us. Love, especially for those it is hard to love - frees us from the 

slavery to a cycle of hate, it opens our eyes to beauty in others we did not know, it unites us to 

God, so that when nothing else is left but love, we may be with Him in eternity.


